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WALTER EDWARD RAWLES
10583  PRIVATE, 5TH BATTALION, 

THE DORSETSHIRE REGIMENT
BORN 1884

In Bere Regis 

Baptised 

27 April 1884 at St Johns Bere Regis.
 Father Alfred J Rawles, mother Annie Rawles

FAMILY DETAILS 1891 CENSUS

In 1891, Walter, (7), and his sisters Gillian (10) and Alice (9), all scholars, were living with their widowed grandmother, Charlotte Langdown (51) at Rye Hill.  Their widowed father, Alfred (36),  was living nearby at Chamberlains Farm. 
By 1901, when Walter was 17, he was still living with his grandmother. There is no further mention of his father, who presumably died sometime after 1891. 


DATE & CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH

21 August 1915

Walter was one of four men from Bere Regis killed in Gallipoli during the attack on Hetman Chair on the 21 & 22 August 1915, following the landings at Suvla Bay on the 7 August 1915. In early August, simultaneous assaults were launched on all three fronts. However, the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish resistance soon led to the stalemate of trench warfare. From the end of August, no further serious action was fought and the lines remained unchanged. The peninsula was successfully evacuated in December and early January 1916.

COMMEMORATED ON THE HELLES MEMORIAL, GALLIPOLI

The Helles Memorial serves the dual function of Commonwealth battle memorial for the whole Gallipoli campaign and place of commemoration for many of those Commonwealth servicemen who died there and have no known grave.

AGE AT DEATH

31 years






